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EDWARD HENRY REYNOLDS 1915-1979

M.A.y B.Se¢.(Oxon), C.Eng., F.I.E.E.
C.Chem., M.R.I.C., A.F.Inst.Pet., M.I.E.E.E.

As you will all
know 'Josh' Reynolds
died at noon on 30th
July. He was with
friends and his death
was sudden and un-
eXpected. He was only
in his 64th year.

Edward Henry
Reynolds was born in
the village of Fownhope
‘near Hereford on 19th
October, 1915. After
the First World War,
the family moved to
South London where
his father held a
teaching post. Josh
attended Alleyn's
School in Dulwich,
wishing to enter the
same profession as
his father, went up
tc Oxford where he
read Science at Oriel
College graduating in
the Honours School of
Natural Science in
1937. Specializing
in Chemistry, he under-
took a period of post-graduate research in physical chemistry
under D.Ll.Hammick. This involved the study and resolution of
optically active complexes formed between polynitro-compounds
and aromatic hydrocarbons and bases. A joint paper on the -
resolution of 4:6:47 trinitrodiphenic acid was published in the
Journal of the Chemical Society in 1939.

In the same year, 1939, Josh was appointed Science Master
at Stowe School, Buckinghamshire, an appointment which was to
be interrupted by the Second World War, when in 1941 he joined
the Chemical Inspectorate of the Ministry of Supply as an
experimental officer. His experience with nitro compounds was,
no doubt, invaluable, as he was to become very much involved
with explosives and detonators and with the problems of their
quality control by scientific rather than by 'ad hoc' principles.-
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committees, in particular the CIGRE Study Committee No. 15 Sub-~

Working Group "Askarels" and the corresponding ERA Committee of
which he was Chairman for a time.

No one could be indifferent in his feelings for Josh
Reynolds, he was a very real person with many talents, artistic
as becoming one with his nickname and possessing a real gift
for the use of words, both in writing and above all in lecturing
and talking. He could tell a good story and hold his audience
enthralled when recounting his war-time experiences in the
Ministry of Supply. He was active in the Athletic and Social
Club at Wood ‘Lane and a keen member of the BICC Golfing Society.
He was well known to the staff in the laboratories at all levels
and many there be that are grateful for his efforts on their
behalf and for his encouragement in many different ways. He
leaves a wife, two sons and a daughter to whom we express our
condolences on their sad and sudden bereavement.

R.M. Black
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